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My vision of life in 2050 

 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

How does a 62-year-old Brazilian woman perceive life? She does not know how to use the new 

hologram programs to record videos on Internet. Instead, she uses a web-blog to feel less 

lonely after facing some changes in her life. The essay depicts her feelings about the world and 

reflects on her own attitudes of the past.  She wants to travel and visit different places, but 

everything looks so unusual that she does not recognize her home anymore. Meanwhile, she 

regrets the modifications that have occurred in the world. She is going to bring up the question 

and try to figure out some answers for it: what has the human being done to Earth? 

 

 

My birthday!           June 1, 2050  

        posted by Nicole Gica at 12:30 a.m. 

Today is my 62nd birthday. I had a party at work. I mean, not exactly at work because I 

work at home, but all my friends and employees were here in their hologram images. Since I 

was 20, I decided I did not want to have kids, so I do not have many relatives. Nowadays some 

friends laugh when I tell them the reason why I did not want children. It is very simple, I did not 

want my kids to struggle in a world with lack of water, high temperatures and poor life 

conditions.  I was right. I always revisit this issue as I have gotten older. Do I regret it? I am not 

sure. If I consider that the children that are born nowadays have a lot of health problems, I do 

not regret it. But my nephews are so sweet, maybe my children would have been the same… 

Leave a comment  
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Was it worth it?          June 23, 2050  

        posted by Nicole Gica at 08:12 a.m. 

Today is my last day at work, I am retiring. I think I have had enough changes for this 

month! Turning 62 and retiring in a short period of time is a big change. In times like these, I 

keep thinking about what I have done in my life. I used to work so much, I used to spend a lot of 

money on material things, but is it real life? What about happiness? What about fun, friends, 

family, knowledge about different cultures? Sometimes I think, was I so worried about making 

money that I forgot my own life? Is money so important? What if I had worked less? What if I 

had had kids and someone to share my accomplishments with? I have a very comfortable 

apartment with all these gadgets that I have no idea how to use. I think I can learn how to use 

them now that I will have more free time. 

As a final requirement of our nonprofit organization, I must go to the office today. I do not 

enjoy doing it. Traffic is so busy these days. It seems that there will never be enough roads for 

all these hydrogen, fancy cars. Well, despite the traffic, I can tell that the ride will be enjoyable. 

Early in my 20’s there were mainly petroleum based cars. These new ones are very 

environment friendly, although I think they were released too late. Maybe if these cars had been 

released around 2015, the air pollution would not be as severe as it is nowadays.  

Leave a comment  

 

 

 

What is going on?          July 14, 2050  

        posted by Nicole Gica at 03:20 p.m. 

It is good having a lot of time to do whatever I want to. I am considering visiting some 

places that I have always wanted to explore. I have traveled around the world, but it was only for 

business. I did not get to know the culture and how people actually lived. The only problem is 

that nothing exists the way it was thirty years ago. There is no ice where there should be some, 

it is not cold where it should be, and I cannot even see some different animal species because 

they do not exist anymore. If they do, they are endangered. I would like to see nature, breathe 

pure air, walk in the mountains, and have a good time. It seems that it will not be possible 

anymore. Pure air? That is just a dream nowadays. Walk in the mountains? Everything is 

protected by some organizations; ordinary people cannot have access to the few remaining 

beautiful mountains in the world, only scientists can get there. When I tell my friends that I would 
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like to be in contact with nature, they think I am joking. They say nature is something from the 

past. ‘’If you want to see trees and animals, watch the 3D Discovery Channel.’’ I do not want to 

watch TV anymore, I want to feel and face reality. I do not know where this reality is, but it might 

be somewhere.  

When I was at the university, my business professors used to say that the world was 

changing very fast. I used to consider their opinion only from a business perspective, but I did 

not consider the environment. Now that I am researching some places to explore, I see that the 

landscapes and natural resources are not the same. I was not so naïve to think that those 

particularities would not change, but I did not think it would be so fast and so extreme. Some 

Polynesian islands are disappearing because the level of the oceans has raised. Amazônia in 

Brazil is heading towards desertification. It used to be a beautiful and unique rainforest. In some 

regions of the world, tornados and earthquakes have been more frequently and powerful than 

ever. Here in Brazil it is incredibly hot today, it is around 107F. Although I am used to this 

weather, I know it was not supposed to be this hot. It was not like this in the past, and I know 

that the temperature in all the world has increased some degrees. My question is: do we realize 

how bad this can be for our planet?  

Leave a comment  

 

 

 

Consumerism               August 27, 2050  

        posted by Nicole Gica at 10:02 p.m. 

I remember that all my professors used to say that, as business managers, we need to 

think about profit and how to bring the best outcome for the shareholders. However, some of my 

professors used to say that profit in business is not everything. In a synergistic company, 

employees should have a sustainable vision regarding the environment and the community. I 

did not care too much about that when I was young. 

One of the reasons the climate has changed so much is because people used to 

consume excessively and progressively in the early 2000 (and still do). I was one of these 

people. Did the TV break? Do not fix it, just buy a new one. You do not like your cell phone 

anymore? Buy a new one. Do you want a faster computer? Do not think twice, buy a new one. 

While the majority of the people had the same thoughts, where would all the technological trash 

go? People willing to buy and businesses willing to produce more and more, are the perfect 
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recipe for disaster. We need to use natural resources to produce any kind of product and 

resources will become extinct very soon if people continue to consume everything so 

compulsively. Natural resources are not finite, and it takes time to have them available again. I 

am sure people would have been more careful if they were able to see what I am seeing 

nowadays.  

Leave a comment  

 

 

 

What if…?          November 2, 2050  

        posted by Nicole Gica at 11:47 a.m. 

My parents used to tell me to save water and electricity, but I was too naïve to 

understand that they were advising me not to save their money and bills, but to contribute to a 

cleaner environment. They were conscientious about it, I was not. As a teenager, I would not 

forgo all my ‘’necessary’’ technology just because they wanted me to save energy. Who would 

do that? Humans love being comfortable and having everything as easily as possible. I am 

human. I just realized that they were right when I was in my early twenties. 

In 2009, when I experienced the changes in weather for the first time, I reacted. I used to 

save water and energy as much as I could, and be proactive by sharing my knowledge with 

others. The energy that was available used to come from fossil fuel, which contributes greatly to 

the pollution of the atmosphere. Scientists struggled to show the results of their research to the 

world population and their governments. However, at that time, not everyone believed that the 

climate change was an issue and that attention should be paid to quickly. Now I am facing the 

consequences of their acts. 

Since 2025 alternative energy sources are widely available, mainly wind power. I wonder 

what would have happened if this option had been implemented before. Businesses and 

governments started working together on the climate too late. To accept that alternative energy 

sources were necessary, people would have to had agreed on the costs of applying it. That is 

when the problem began. What if businesses and governments had not thought about money 

when deciding whether to apply alternative sources or not? Would the climate be the same 

nowadays? Maybe cities would not be so crowded. People are moving because their small 

cities next to the ocean or islands are disappearing. Maybe the air we breathe would not be so 

polluted. Maybe food and water would be plentiful and not so expensive. Maybe extinct animals 
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would still be alive. Maybe some forests would still exist. What if…? Maybe. 

I did what I could to contribute. Only one person was not enough, one million was not 

enough. If at least one billion have had the attitude to think not only about themselves but in the 

whole world, maybe I would not even be writing about this right now. Maybe I could be walking 

outside in a greenery park instead of being inside my apartment just trying to ‘’interact’’ with 

technology. Maybe I would be writing about my happy anniversary party with my family, kids 

and pets that were physically in my apartment, not in holograms! Maybe I could smile more 

frequently. Maybe I could have been happier…Maybe you could have been happier. Well… we 

will never know. 

Leave a comment  
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